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Geological Services should be allowed to count like
other services up to four years* war service.
<3) He does not quite understand the justification for
reducing the amount of war service because an
officer retires early. It is by no means the case
that early" retirement is always voluntary, and if
there are good reasons for allowing war service to
count as service, he does not see why it should not
count for all purposes.
(4)  For the same reasons he does not   see   why the war
service should not count in the case of invaliding
and that in full.
(5)  The Governor-in-Council  presumes  that the rights of
ex-Army Service Officers will be maintained.
IY. Letter from Secretary to Government, Bihar and Orissa,
Finance Department, No. 135, F. R., dated the 9th June,
1924.
I am directed by the Governor-in-Council to reply tor your
letter No. 85-C. S. R., dated the 22nd January, 1924, regarding
the counting of warvice for pension under Civil Rules.
2. On the point raised in sub-para (1) of para 5 of the
Secretary of State's despatch No. 31, dated the 2nd August, 1923,
the local Government support a solution on the lines recommend-
ed by the Secretary of State, viz., that officers of the Indian
Police should be allowed to count war service rendered after a
certain age.
As against the alternative suggested by the Government of
India, in addition to the objection that uniformity of treatmeat
as between different services is, with reason, desirable and the
principle of a minimum age has been adopted in regard to other
services generally, the principle of the existing concession, of
-which the Government of India suggest continuance, attaches
what appears to the Local Government to be an. altogether
unjustifiable importance to the position in the calendar of an
officer's birthday irelatively to the 1st August, for instance, if
two officers were seut out to India at the end of 1919, or early
in 1920, the twenty-first birthday of one of whom fell in the
last week of July, 1919, and of the other in the first week of
August, the former would be eligible to count war service up to
one year but the other not a day.
Nineteen years is, it must be admitted, a low age but the
Governor-in-Council feels that, if any departure is made from
the general principle of the minimum age for appointment to the
Service concerned, it would, in effect, be putting a premium on
abstention from war service in certain years. He accordingly